
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019

TOWN BOARD MEETING

A full audio/video recording of this meeting is available at www.townofcortlandt.com
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on September 17, 2019 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 
FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember    

DEBRA COSTELLO

Councilmember     

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember     

JAMES CREIGHTON

Councilmember                                                                                                                                          

Also present:

THOMAS WOOD
Town Attorney

MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM
Assistant Town Attorney

LAROUE ROSE SHATZKIN
Town Clerk - ABSENT
CHRISTINE B. COTHREN
Deputy Town Clerk 


PATRICIA ROBCKE

Comptroller 



MICHAEL PREZIOSI

Director DOTS 



STEPHEN FERREIRA

Director DES 
CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 
TINA TOBACK
Clerk 
* * * * * ** * * * * *

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG
 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag 
* * * * * ** * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS & REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi spoke about the beautiful 9/11 ceremony at the Croton landing memorial.

Supervisor Puglisi recognized several EMS paramedics, residents, and Continental Village Fire Department, honoring them for their heroism for saving a man’s life, who suffered a heart attack at a Cortlandt Recreation softball league game in July at Sprout Brook Park.  She recognized their heroic effort, and very quick response period.  Frank Farrell, Deputy Supervisor, John Palmietto, Director Recreation, and Justin Costable, Director of ALS/Paramedics joined her in honoring the group of heroes.
The directors of the four libraries in the Town of Cortlandt were present.  Jill Davis, Director Hendrick Hudson Library, Jennifer Brown, Director of Field Library, Jesse Boudin, Director Croton Free Library,  Patricia Halloran, Director John C. Hart Library.  Each librarian gave a summary of the various programs, materials, and services that they each offer.  Some of the services include e-services, museum passes, and several classes for people of all ages.  It is a wonderful asset to the community.
Cortlandt Family Fun Day was a huge success with over 90 volunteers. The youth center celebrated its’ 10 year anniversary as well.

Cortlandt Engine Company will be celebrating their 100 year anniversary with a parade on Saturday, 9/21/19 at 3:00 p.m.

The Town of Cortlandt Green Team will have its’ annual Community Swap on Saturday 9/28/19.

The Croton Rotary will be having their annual car show on Sunday 9/22/19. 

ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Deputy Town Clerk Christine B. Cothren, all Town Board members indicated their presence.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Costello gave her report

OF NOTE:
Councilmember Costello thanked the librarians for their presentation.

Councilmember Costello wanted to clarify why she would be voting No on Item 15C on the Town Board Agenda for $250,000 for demolition and reconstruction of Sea Plane Hanger at the Cortlandt Waterfront Park.  She noted that she is very supportive of the Cortlandt Community Rowing Association, and Councilman Farrell has done a wonderful job with creating the club.  She feels it is a lot of money to give to one club.  This building is solely used by the CCRA.  Indian Point is closing, and the Town needs to be fiscally responsible especially during these times.  There are a lot of other projects that need to be addressed in the Town.  Lake Meahagh being top of list, and others such as Charles Cook Pool Bathhouse, 8th St. Highway garage, emergency funding for storms.  She noted that this is a time to be a little more cautious with Town funding.
Councilmember Costello requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Christopher Karas, a young man from the community who recently passed away.

Supervisor Puglisi noted that she wrote another letter to Governor Cuomo reiterating that the Town needs financial assistance, and has not received a response as of yet.

Councilmember Becker gave his report

OF NOTE:

Councilmember Becker stated he is in support of the Sea Plane Hanger renovation.  It is a great activity to have in our community, and many of our youth participate in the club.  It also attracts other communities to come to the Town.

Councilmember Becker wanted to address the acceptance of the DEIS and DGEIS for Medical Oriented District.  This MOD was created by the Town as part of the Master Plan.  This is to start the SEQR process, which means it starts the very long process of hearings by the Planning Board.  The plan will be very transparent, and public input will be highly considered in this project.  Tonight is not about approving anything.  It is simply accepting, and beginning the process.
Councilmember Creighton gave his report

OF NOTE:

Councilmember Creighton thanked Supervisor Puglisi in leading the 9/11 ceremony.  It is always a moving ceremony.

The Community Swap sponsored by the Green Team will be Saturday 9/28/19.  It is a great time for people to come out, and either drop off items they no longer use, or pick up something that they may need.

Councilmember Creighton thanked Supervisor Puglisi for a great Family Fun Day.  The fireworks were amazing, and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.

Operation Snowflake is a program through the Recreation Department that employs 11-18 year olds to shovel for older people in the neighborhood at a rate of $8 per hour.

There will be an Indian Point State/Local Tasc force meeting on 9/25/19, 7:00 p.m. at the Cortlandt Town Hall.  This is a good chance to update the community on what is currently going on.  These meetings have been held very regularly for the last two years upon hearing about the closing of Indian Point.
On 10/2/19 the NRC is coming to Cortlandt to the Community Center on Westbrook Drive to have a public informational hearing on the decommissioning process for Indian Point.  This a great opportunity to hear directly from the NRC what the process will be, and to have questions answered by them.
Councilmember Farrell gave his report

OF NOTE:

Councilmember Farrell commented on a national issue regarding all of the communities in this country who have experienced the opiod epidemic, and the connection that the Sackler family has to perpetrating a criminal enterprise to this country which has brought so much misfortune to so many people.
Councilmember Farrell commented on how wonderful all of the services are that you can get for free with your library card.  He mentioned Kanopy, which is a movie streaming service that is free.  This is just one of the many amenities that our libraries offer.

Councilmember Farrell visited the NY Historical Society, and spoke about an exhibit that was centered on the Revolution where he discovered a large scale sketch of General Washington’s encampment in Verplanck.  This was one of the only account and rendering of Washington’s encampment.  
Councilmember Farrell commented on the Sea Plane Hanger restoration.  His opinion is that he understands the cost but the value of this project in an investment in the future by the value that this new organization provides to our Town.  They are a 501.3C non-profit.  The members for the most part are volunteers.  This will remain a Town owned building and fits into the plan of the Cortlandt Waterfront revitalization.  The club brings a lot of people to the area which could result in future revenue for the area.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Councilmember Costello made a motion to approve the Minutes for the August 13, 2019 Regular Meeting seconded by Councilmember Becker with all voting AYE.
PUBLIC HEARINGS   
1. Public Hearing to consider the formation of the Cortlandt Blvd. East Sewer District.

a. Close Public Hearing

b. Adopt Negative Declaration

c. Adopt Resolution 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:08 p.m.

Tom Wood, Town Attorney explained this is to consider forming a sewer district which is on Cortlandt Blvd.  It is the third in a series of the improvements that the Town Board has been pursuing.  This encompasses the reuse of property on Rte. 6 where the old cottages have been removed, and a re-development of apartments.  The developer will be providing the infrastructure and it allows us to bring sewer a little close up the hill towards the Yorktown boundary.
Councilmember Becker made a motion to close the Public Hearing, Adopt the Negative Declaration, and Adopt Resolution, seconded by Councilmember Creighton with all voting AYE.
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.

2. Public Hearing to consider the formation of the Pondview Drainage District.

a. Close Public Hearing

b. Adopt Negative Declaration

c. Adopt Resolution 

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:10 p.m.

Tom Wood, Town Attorney explained this is also on the same property as above on Cortlandt Blvd.  The developer will be installing the infrastructure that will require ongoing maintenance and operation.  This is a district that allows the Town to levy, and collect the cost for the same from the properties that benefit from it.  

Supervisor Puglisi wanted to comment that the people that were residing in the cottages were placed in alternate housing.  The Town worked with the developer and the Housing Action Council, which is a non-profit organization.

Councilmember Creighton made a motion to close the Public Hearing, Adopt Negative Declaration, and Adopt Resolution seconded by Councilmember Farrell with all voting AYE.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:12 p.m.
3. Public Hearing to consider amending the Law regarding Zombie Properties.

a. Close Public Hearing

b. Adopt Negative Declaration

c. Adopt Resolution Regarding Local Law

The Public Hearing opened at 7:12 p.m.
Tom Wood, Town Attorney explained this law, if adopted by the Town Board will put a process wherein when a property is allowed to become overgrown, unsightly, because its’ either in foreclosure process, abandoned etc. The Town would be allowed to retain services for someone to clean up the property, and then bill the services onto the tax bill of that property.  This is in addition to other tools that the Town has as far as dangerous buildings, and under the State building code.  This allows the Town greater flexibility to attend to this problem throughout the Town.
Councilmember Farrell made a motion to close the Public Hearing, Adopt Negative Declaration, and Adopt Resolution, seconded by Councilmember Costello with all voting AYE.








HEARING OF CITIZENS – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY
REPORTS
Receive and File the following:         

For the month of August from the Office of the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk.

Councilmember Costello made a motion to receive and file the above, seconded by Councilmember Becker with all voting AYE.
OLD BUSINESS:
Receive and File the following:    
NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the following:

1. Letter from resident regarding intersection of 6th St. and Broadway, Verplanck, refer to DES and DOTS.

2. Letter from Toll Bros. requesting dedication of water main to the Town of Cortlandt, and accept same.

Councilmember Becker made a motion to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Creighton with all voting AYE.
RESOLUTIONS
(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)

RESOLUTION NO. 244-19 RE:   Negative Declaration Re: Establishment of Cortlandt Blvd.

East Sewer District

RESOLUTION NO. 245-19 RE:   Creation of Cortlandt Blvd. East Sewer District.

RESOLUTION NO. 246-19 RE:  Negative Declaration Re: Establishment of Pondview

Drainage District.

RESOLUTION NO. 247-19 RE:  Creation of Pondview Drainage District.

RESOLUTION NO. 248-19 RE:  Negative Declaration Re: A Local Law with respect to

Regulation of Zombie Properties.

RESOLUTION NO. 249-19 RE:  Local Law amending the law regarding Zombie properties.

RESOLUTION NO. 250-19 RE:  Dedication from Toll Bros.of water main at Valeria

 Subdivision to the Town of Cortlandt.
Councilmember Becker made a motion to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by 

Councilmember Creighton with all voting AYE.
RESOLUTION NO. 251-19 RE:  Authorize a contract with respect to Town’s General Liability Insurance to extend current policy to 12/31/19.

RESOLUTION NO. 252-19 RE:  Authorize renewal of DARE contract with City of Peekskill Police Department.

RESOLUTION NO. 253-19 RE:  Authorize settlement agreement for a claim – Index No. 68135/2017.  

RESOLUTION NO. 254-19 RE:  Authorize 5 year agreement with Church of Divine Love for parking at Sunset Field.

RESOLUTION NO. 255-19 RE:  Accept DGEIS and DEIS for the MOD (Medically Oriented District).

RESOLUTION NO. 256-19 RE:  Authorize an amendment to existing easements and restrictions with Pine Lake Coop and the Town Pool property.

Councilmember Creighton made a motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Farrell with all voting AYE, except for Supervisor Puglisi who is recused from the matter.
RESOLUTION NO. 257-19 RE:  Authorize staff to meet with Valeria Homeowners and Toll Bros. with respect to potential acquisition of sewer treatment facility.

Councilmember Creighton made a motion to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell with all voting AYE.

RESOLUTION NO. 258-19 RE:  Schedule Public Hearing to amend Zoning Ordinance to allow rock crushing on certain properties in the M-1A Zone.

RESOLUTION NO. 259-19 RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to formally request financial records from Lake Mohegan Volunteer Ambulance Corp. with respect to ALS billing.

Appoint three residents to LWRP Committee for a period of 1 year. ( ITEM #10 REMOVED.)
RESOLUTION NO. 260-19 RE:  Authorize a contract extension with respect to snow/ice control for 2019/2020.

Appoint a new member to the Zoning Board of Appeals. (ITEM #12 REMOVED.)
RESOLUTION NO. 261-19 RE: Appoint Sebastian Herrera to the position of seasonal Mini golf attendant.

RESOLUTION NO. 262-19 RE: Appoint Natalie Hadjstylianos to the position of instructor of Resistance training class at the Community Center.

Councilmember Farrell made a motion to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Costello with all voting AYE.
Agenda items for DOTS:

RESOLUTION NO. 263-19 RE: Authorize repair and rehabilitation of Sprout Brook Park Soccer Field.

RESOLUTION NO. 264-19 RE: Award TE Contract 2019.05 for the demolition of structure at 270 Furnace Dock Rd.

Councilmember Farrell made a motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Creighton.  The Board was polled as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 265-19 RE: Authorize DOTS to prepare bid specifications for demolition and reconstruction of Sea Plane Hanger, Cortlandt Waterfront Park for Cortlandt Community Rowing Association, and bid for same.


Councilmember Costello

No


Councilmember Becker

Yes


Supervisor Puglisi


Yes


Councilmember Creighton

Yes


Councilmember Farrell

Yes

The motion was passed, and resolution adopted with a 4-1 vote.
Councilmember Farrell made a motion to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Costello with all voting AYE.

Agenda items for DES:

RESOLUTION NO. 266-19 RE: Authorize emergency sidewalk repair at the Cortlandt Town Center entrance.

RESOLUTION NO. 267-19 RE: Authorize to replace 6 air stations for the Lake Meahagh aeration system.

RESOLUTION NO. 268-19 RE: Authorize the installation of Stop Signs at Dimond Ave. and Sonoma Rd.

RESOLUTION NO. 269-19 RE: Authorize the installation of stop sign at Sunny Way at Hill and Dale and Red Oak Lane.

RESOLUTION NO. 270-19 RE: Authorize the installation of stop sign at Jo Drive at Fawn Ridge Rd.

Councilmember Farrell commented on Resolution No. 267-19 regarding Lake Meahagh.  The company that is working on the Croton River and they will be coming to offer their advice on treating the lake.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
RESOLUTION NO. 271-19 RE: Authorize DOTS to obtain a Change Order and appropriation of additional funds for Contract No. TE 2019.02 Town of Cortlandt Repaving.

Councilmember Costello made a motion to adopt the above resolution, seconded by Councilmember Becker with all voting AYE.
BUDGET TRANSFERS 

 
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

Councilmember Creighton wanted to point out that there was a boy scout, Sean McKins, in the audience.  He is working on his Citizenship in the Community badge.

Mr. Srinivasan Ramaswamy, 5 Lakeview Rd. appeared before the Board.  He wanted to speak about the road repaving.  The roads in his neighborhood have been paved, but wanted to mention that most of the roads that were paved have not been fully paved such as Birchbrook Rd.

Michael Preziosi, Dir. DOTS stated that sometimes the roads are too long, and are partitioned off.  However, with the extra money being appropriated in the resolution tonight Birchbrook Rd. will be completed.  
Mr. Srinivasan Ramaswamy wanted to point out that Rte. 9A really needs to be paved, and understands it is not a Town road, but if there is anything the Town can do to move the process forward, it is very much needed.

Mr. Preziosi, Dir. DOTS replied that the bid was just released from NYSDOT in August, and will probably be ready to start in the Spring.  
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Creighton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilmember Farrell with all voting AYE.

The meeting was closed in memory of Christopher Karas.
NEXT TOWN BOARD MEETING
October 22,  2019 at 7:00 pm

Town Hall Web Site address:  www.townofcortlandt.COM
Respectfully submitted,
Christine B. Cothren

Deputy Town Clerk
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